Leader Guide: Deconstructing Esther
Rachel Baker & Nicole Robie
9-10 Week Study {9 weeks of content | Final week review and celebrate}
Preferred Companions:
Women of the Word, Crossway, Jen Wilken
NLT or ESV Journaling Bible with margins
Soul Scripts Bible Study Methods, Jordan Dooley
Class Outline:
6:45-6:50 — Leaders arrive
7:00-7:10 —Soft Start
7:10-8:00 — Pray, Discuss Homework |Rachel added Teaching
8:00-8:25 — WoW Review
8:25-8:45 — Nicole teach tools for the week
8:45-9:00 —Wrap Up, close in prayer

Rachel’s note to reader:
Esther is one of the very first books of the Bible that I read in completion as an adolescent. I grew up
in a Christian home and at my first inkling that I desired to learn more about the Bible my mom
pointed me to Ruth and Esther. I read the story rather quickly, and read it like that, a story. After
completed the book I checked it off my “to read” list a moved on. Some twenty plus years later, after
my friend Nicole cornered me in a coffee shop and suggested we co-lead a summer study off of Jen
Wilken’s book Women of the Word, did I realize just how much of a disservice I had done to my
“study” of Esther. The truth is that I didn’t study the book at all. I simply read it as if it were a novel or
magazine article and that was that. Over the past few years I’ve developed a burning desire to
actually understand the Bible, each book in proper context. Spending the summer in this study was
the highlight of that season. Using the tools from Wilken’s books alongside the methods Nicole
taught me I dove deeper into the book of Esther than ever before. I was inspired by the women in
my group and inspired to learn more. I hope you’ll be just as inspired as we were!

Nicole’s note to reader:

For a long time I was under the belief that someone else had to pour into me if I was ever going to
really grasp the truths of the Bible. I found myself thinking I needed to be in an organized bible study
or strive to have these long, meaningful quiet times if I was going to grow in my understanding of
God’s word. What I didn’t realize, was that I was depending on a feeling more than growing my
knowledge of Christ and biblical literacy was far away for me. It wasn’t until I found myself dry in a
desert of unavailable mentors that I considered how I could read the Bible as I did in high school with
the tools of reading comprehension. I started wrestling with God’s word asking who, what, when,
where, why, and how did what I read play into the bigger Gospel message and why did I need to
learn it? I challenged myself to find answered in the text first before listening to someone else’s
opinion or podcast and you know what happened? I started loving to read my bible! The format of
this study was created to grow a love of reading God’s word and to remind all those who choose to
do it that you are forever a learner and God’s truth and grace written down for us is always
accessible and always available.

Week One: Esther 1
Big Theme:

Identifying Characters:

Cultural Context:

Location:

When in History:

Week Two: Esther 2
Big Theme:

Identifying Characters:
1. Xerxes
2. Vashti
3. Mordecai
4. Hadassah (Esther)
5. Hegai
Cultural Context:

Location: Citadel of Susa

When in History:

Big Story Questions:
1. How did Mordecai (and the the Jews) end up in Persia?
2. What is Esther’s relation to Mordecai?
3. Why does Mordecai ask Esther to hide her nationality?
4. What action secures Mordecai’s role in Xerxes reign?

Week Three: Esther 3
Big Theme: Biblical account of Genocide, find other areas of the Bible that account genocide
Identifying Characters:
1. Haman — Vizier; a high official in some Muslim countries, especially in Turkey under Ottoman rule.
2. Mordecai — Queen Esther’s cousin, family advisor
3. Xerxes I — Persian King Ahasuerus, reign approx. 486 – 465 BC
Deconstructing Esther 3:7
1. Esther 3 takes place in the 12th year of Xerxes reign.
2. How many years has Esther been Queen?
3. What is the purpose of casting the Pur (lot)?
Location: Citadel of Susa

Big Story Questions:
1. Mordecai’s refusal to bow; in Esther 3:4 we see Mordecai’s refusal to bow, and specifically that he was
a known Jew, why is this notation important to the text?
2. What does the interaction in Esther 3:11 say about King Xerxes as a leader?
3. What did Haman and Xerxes do after sealing the Jews fate?
4. Pulling from the text of Esther 3, how well can we assume Xerxes knows his wife?

Week Four: Esther 4
Big Theme:

Identifying Characters:

Deconstructing Esther 4

Location: Citadel of Susa

Big Story Questions:

Week Five: Esther 5 Esther’s Request to the King

Instruct the girls to deconstruct chapter 5, what is happening in this section of text? Where does the majority of
the story take place? (ie. The palace, Haman’s home, the city gates etc.) What is the importance of this portion
of scripture?
Big Theme: Bravery, though it may cost you all. (What other themes can we pull? Obedience, bravery, fear,
pride, submission etc.)
Identifying Characters: (have the girls identify and talk about character development)
1. Esther –
2. Xerxes –
3. Haman –
4. Mordecai –
5. Zeresh –
Big Story Questions:
1. What does Chapter 5 say about the character of God (if at all)?
2. Is Chapter 5 more “narrative”, “wisdom literature”, “historical writing”?
3. Why do you think Esther offered two banquets for the King and Haman?
4. Deconstruct the term “satisfaction” from Esther 5:13, locate other areas of scripture where man seems to
have it all but cannot be satisfied. What does this say about man’s sin nature?
Using tools from Women of the Word: Chapter 5 — Studying with Practice
1. Now applying “practice” specifically in using the Bible study tools learned over the past few weeks let’s
stop to flush out what’s working and what is difficult.
2. What is “stretching” your understanding? Pg. 75
3. Where do you find yourself “giving up” or “looking for a shortcut”? Pg. 77-78
4. Have you had any “aha” moments when studying Esther up to this point?
5. ***Bonus question (if time allows) discuss what your current “circumstances” are for study, can these be
reshaped or increased, what can be reduced so that there can be an increase in time in the word?

Week Six: Esther 6
Mordecai Honored

Deconstructing Esther 6
Instruct the group to deconstruct chapter 6:
1. What is happening in this section of text?
2. Where does the majority of the story take place? (ie. The palace, Haman’s home, the city gates etc.)
3. What is the importance of this portion of scripture?
Big Theme: Honor. (What other themes can we pull? Obedience, bravery, fear, pride, submission etc.)
Identifying Characters: (have the girls identify and talk about character development)–
6. Xerxes –
7. Bigthana and Teresh —
8. Haman –
9. Mordecai –
10. Zeresh –
Big Story Questions:
5. What does Chapter 6 say about the character of God (if at all)?
6. Is Chapter 6 more “narrative”, “wisdom literature”, “historical writing”?
7. Contrast Haman’s version of “High honor” with the Triumphal Entry (read Matthew 21:1-11).
8. Define the term “honor” from Esther 6:3, what does honor mean to you personally?
Using tools from Women of the Word: Chapter 6 — Studying with Process
6. Comprehension —
7. Interpretation —
8. Application —
9. Focusing on Stage 3 “How Should it Change Me?” discuss with the group ways this text has changed you.

Week Seven: Esther 7 & 8

Haman Hanged & The King’s Edict in Behalf of the Jews

Deconstructing Esther 7 & 8
Instruct the group to deconstruct chapters 7 & 8:
4. What is happening in this section of text?
5. Where does the majority of the story take place?
(ie. The palace, Haman’s home, the city gates etc.)
6. What is the importance of this portion of scripture?
Big Themes:
Identifying Characters: (have the girls identify and talk
about character development)–
11. Haman –
12. Esther —
13. Xerxes —
14. Harbona —
15. Mordecai –
Big Story Questions:
9. What do Chapters 7 & 8 say about the character of God (if at all)?
10. Discuss idea of “Irony” from Esther 7:9-10

Final Week: Wrap Up, Final Thoughts

