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For Such a 
Time As This 
ESTHER 
Rachel Baker & Nicole Robie



Week 1: June 14 
Women of the Word, Introduction & 

Chapter 1 
Speed Read Entire Book of Esther 

Memorization: Esther 1:17 

Week 2: June 21 
Women of the Word, Chapter 2  

Reread: Esther 1&2 
Memorization: Esther 2:20 

Bible Study Tool: Translations/
Definitions/Meanings & Repeated 

Words or Phrases 

Week 3: June 28 
Women of the Word, Chapter 3 

Reread: Esther 3 
Memorization: Esther 3:2  

Bible Study Tool: Discover 
Connections 

NO GROUP JULY 5TH 

Week 4: July 12 
Women of the Word, Chapter 4 

Reread: Esther 4 
Memorization: Esther 4:14 

Bible Study Tool: Key Transitions

Week 5: July 19 
Women of the Word, Chapter 5  

Reread: Esther 5 
Memorization: Esther 5:9 

Bible Study Tool: Powerful 
Descriptors 

Week 6: July 26 
Women of the Word, Chapter 6  

Reread: Esther 6 
Memorization: Esther 6:11 

Bible Study Tool: God, His 
Character or His Purpose 

Week 7: July 29 
Women of the Word, Chapter 7  

Reread: Esther 7 
Memorization: Esther 7: 3 

Bible Study Tool: Character Flaws, 
Sin, Difficulties or Separation 

Week 8: August 2 
Women of the Word, Chapter 8 

Reread: Esther 8 
Memorization: Esther 8: 5 

Bible Study Tool: Gospel-Gems 

Week 9: August 9 – Final Class  
Women of the Word, Chapter 9 & 

Conclusion  
Reread: Esther 9 & 10 

Memorization: Esther 9: 28 
Bible Study Tool: Identifying the 

Main Idea  

-Overview-



I will make weekly attendance at the meeting a 
priority. I understand that if I am going to miss a 
week, I am still expected to complete the 
assignment and meet with another woman in the 
group, whether by phone or in-person for the 
week I’ll miss. I agree to miss no more than 2 
weeks during the entire study.

I will complete the assignment for the week and be 
willing to share my thoughts with the group 
(Reflections).

I commit to make our group a safe place where 
people can be heard and feel loved. I will be willing 
to ask, “What does love require of ME?” I will keep 
what is shared confidential.

-My Commitment- 
 
In order to be a group member everyone loves, and to receive the most 
out of this study, I commit myself to the following: 

I commit to have a positive attitude toward Next 
Steps and vulnerability. When you ask me about 
my journey with Jesus Christ it’s because you 
want something for me, not from me.

Signed: __________________________________



1. Translations/Definitions/
Meanings 
1. It doesn’t help us if we skim over 

words or phrases that we 
literally don’t understand. Crack 
open a dictionary, or use 
LOGOS+ Bible App 
(biblehub.com is also a great 
tool for lexicons) and discover 
words or phrases that you don’t 
understand.  

2. OT = Hebrew,  
NT = Greek & Aramaic 

2. What are repeated words or 
phrases? 
1. Circle repeated words or 

phrases 
3. Discover Connections 

1. Start by flipping to verses that 
your Bible mentions in the 
footnotes. As your study grows, 
you’ll start to make your own 
connections.  
• “As God Said…” OT 

connections! WRITE IT 
DOWN. 

2. Draw two-way arrows to-from 
the connections (HINT: this will 
tie in with your repeated words 
and phrases) 

4. Key Transitions 
1. “Therefore…” (Always ask what 

it’s there for) “So that…” 
“Then…” “and so…” 

5. Powerful Descriptors 
1. “Living Water” 

6. What is this passage teaching me 
about God, His Character or His 
purpose? 
1. Box a phrase within the passage 

that teaches you something 
about God/His plan, etc. and 
draw a line to the margin where 
you’ve written down your 
thoughts and box your note. 

7. What Character flaws, sin, 
difficulties or separation from 
Christ occur or are present? 
1. Underline text 

8. Gospel-Gems 
1. The Gospel: Christ died for us, 

so that we may have eternal life. 
2. We are looking for EVIDENCE of 

the Gospel. 
9.  Identifying the Main Idea 

1. Write across the top of the 
page what the main idea is of 
the passage.

-Bible Study Tools: Getting the Most Out of Your Study-

[                  ]

http://biblehub.com
http://biblehub.com


-Memorization Tips- 
Download the lock screen for your phone 

Put it on your letter board 

Write it on sticky notes - put them everywhere! 

Recite it out loud 

Write it down 10x a day 

Write the first letter of each word in the verse on an index 
card (or your hand!) as triggers to help you remember 

Doodle or draw it out as you repeat it out loud 

Verbally tell someone about the verse, using paraphrasing 
so you think about what the verse is actually saying instead 
of trying to just remember the words 

Journal about the verse and write it down in your journal 

Try your hand at calligraphy 

Listen to an audio bible recite the memory verse to you 



For Such a Time As This
A CALL FOR BIBLICAL LITERACY



Paraphrase Chapter One of Esther: 

Write out the memory verse: 

What are the major theme’s and takeaways from first glance? 

Questions that arose from this week's reading: 

Reflection: How did you come to the faith? Use the journal if you need 
more room. W

eek O
ne

For the queen's behavior will be made known to all women, causing them to look at their husbands with contempt, since they will say, ‘King Ahasuerus 
commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come.’ 

Esther 1:17



ESTHER 2:12-18 

12 Now when the turn came for each young woman to go in to King 

Ahasuerus, after being twelve months under the regulations for the 

women, since this was the regular period of their beautifying, six months 

with oil of myrrh and six months with spices and ointments for women

— 13 when the young woman went in to the king in this way, she was 

given whatever she desired to take with her from the harem to the king's 

palace. 14 In the evening she would go in, and in the morning she would 

return to the second harem in custody of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch, 

who was in charge of the concubines. She would not go in to the king 

again, unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by name.

15 When the turn came for Esther (L)the daughter of Abihail the uncle of 

Mordecai, who had taken her as his own daughter, to go in to the king, 

she asked for nothing except what (M)Hegai the king's eunuch, who had 

charge of the women, advised.  

Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 16 And 

when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the 

tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his 

reign, 17 the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won 

grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set the 

royal crown[b] on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 

18 Then the king (O)gave a great feast for all his officials and servants; it 

was Esther's feast. He also granted a remission of taxes to the provinces 

and gave gifts with royal generosity.
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Practice Text

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+2&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12740L
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+2&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12740M
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12742b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+2&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12743O
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+2&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12740L
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+2&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12740M
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12742b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+2&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12743O


Paraphrase Chapter Two of Esther: 

Write out the memory verse: 

Questions that arose from this week’s reading: 

What stood out to you from this week’s reading? What do you think God 
is bringing to mind or revealing to you? 

Reflection: Which of Jen’s approaches in Chapter 2 have you most 
identified with? Expand: Why do you think that is? 

Esther had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther obeyed Mordecai just as when she was brought up 
by him.  

Esther 2:20
W
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ESTHER 3:12-15 

12 (O)Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the 

first month, and an edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was 

written to the king's (P)satraps and to the governors over all the provinces 

and to the officials of all the peoples, (Q)to every province in its own script 

and every people in its own language. It was written (R)in the name of King 

Ahasuerus (S)and sealed with the king's signet ring. 13 Letters were 

sent (T)by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction (U)to destroy, 

to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, (V)in 

one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of 

Adar, (W)and to plunder their goods. 14 (X)A copy of the document was to 

be issued as a decree in every province by proclamation to all the peoples 

to be ready for that day. 15 (Y)The couriers went out hurriedly by order of 

the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. And the king and 

Haman sat down to drink, (Z)but the city of Susa was thrown into 

confusion. 

O. Esther 3:12 : ch. 8:9 
P. Esther 3:12 : See Ezra 8:36 
Q. Esther 3:12 : ch. 1:22; 8:9 
R. Esther 3:12 : ch. 8:8, 10; [1 Kgs. 21:8] 
S. Esther 3:12 : ch. 8:8, 10 
T. Esther 3:13 : ch. 8:10; [2 Chr. 30:6] 
U. Esther 3:13 : ch. 7:4; 8:11 
V. Esther 3:13 : ch. 8:12; [ch. 9:1] 
W. Esther 3:13 : ch. 8:11 
X. Esther 3:14 : ch. 8:13, 14 
Y. Esther 3:15 : [See ver. 13 above]; ch. 8:10; [2 Chr. 30:6] 
Z. Esther 3:15 : [ch. 8:15]
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Practice Text

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760O
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760P
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760Q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760R
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760S
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12761T
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12761U
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12761V
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12761W
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12762X
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12763Y
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12763Z
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezra+8%3A36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+1%3A22%2CEsther+8%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A8%2CEsther+8%3A10%2C1+Kings+21%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A8%2CEsther+8%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12761
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A10%2C2+Chronicles+30%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12761
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+7%3A4%2CEsther+8%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12761
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A12%2CEsther+9%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12761
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12762
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A13-Esther+8%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12763
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3%3A13%2CEsther+8%3A10%2C2+Chronicles+30%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12763
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760O
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760P
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760Q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760R
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12760S
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12761T
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12761U
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12761V
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12761W
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12762X
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12763Y
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12763Z
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezra+8%3A36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+1%3A22%2CEsther+8%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A8%2CEsther+8%3A10%2C1+Kings+21%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12760
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A8%2CEsther+8%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12761
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A10%2C2+Chronicles+30%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12761
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+7%3A4%2CEsther+8%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12761
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A12%2CEsther+9%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12761
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12762
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A13-Esther+8%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12763
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3%3A13%2CEsther+8%3A10%2C2+Chronicles+30%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+3&version=ESV#en-ESV-12763
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+8%3A15&version=ESV


Paraphrase Chapter Three of Esther: 

Write out the memory verse: 

Questions that arose from this week’s reading: 

What stood out to you from this week’s reading? What do you think God 
is bringing to mind or revealing to you? 

Reflection: Applying Purpose, what is your personal purpose for studying 
the Bible? How can you apply the meta-narrative to the book of Esther? 

And all the king's servants who were at the king's gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded concerning him. But 
Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage.  

Esther 3:2
W

eek T
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ESTHER 4:4-11 

4 When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the 

queen was deeply distressed. She sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so 

that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then 

Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had been 

appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what 

this was and why it was. 6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open 

square of the city in front of the king's gate, 7 and Mordecai told him all 

that had happened to him, (D)and the exact sum of money that Haman 

had promised to pay into the king's treasuries for the destruction of the 

Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him (E)a copy of the written decree issued in 

Susa for their destruction,[a] that he might show it to Esther and explain it 

to her and command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with 

him[b] on behalf of her people. 9 And Hathach went and told Esther what 

Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him 

to go to Mordecai and say, 11 “All the king's servants and the people of 

the king's provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king 

inside (F)the inner court without being called, (G)there is but one law—to 

be put to death, except the one (H)to whom the king holds out the golden 

scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come 

in to the king these thirty days.”
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Practice Text

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12770D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12771E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12771a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12771b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12774F
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12774G
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12774H
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12770D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12771E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12771a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12771b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12774F
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12774G
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12774H


Paraphrase Chapter Four of Esther: 

Write out the memory verse: 

Questions that arose from this week’s reading: 

What stood out to you from this week’s reading? What do you think God 
is bringing to mind or revealing to you? 

Reflection: Applying Perspective, apply exegete to the book of Esther? In 
your opinion why is the book included in the Bible? Reflect and apply the 
5 points listed on page 64 to Esther. 

For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows 
whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”   

Esther 4:14
W
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ESTHER 5:9-14 

9 And Haman went out that day (K)joyful and glad of heart. But when 

Haman saw Mordecai (L)in the king's gate, (M)that he neither rose nor 

trembled before him, he was filled with wrath against 

Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home, and 

he sent and brought his friends and (N)his wife Zeresh. 11 And Haman 

recounted to them the splendor of his riches, (O)the number of his sons, all 

the promotions with which (P)the king had honored him, and how he had 

advanced him above the officials and the servants of the king. 12 Then 

Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no one but me come with the king to 

the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her together 

with the king. 13 Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see 

Mordecai the Jew sitting (Q)at the king's gate.”14 Then (R)his wife Zeresh 

and all his friends said to him, (S)“Let a gallows[d] fifty cubits[e] high be 

made, and in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it. 

Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and 

he had the gallows made.
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Practice Text

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12789K
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12789L
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12789M
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12790N
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12791O
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12791P
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12793Q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12794R
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12794S
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12794d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12794e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12789K
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12789L
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12789M
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12790N
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12791O
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12791P
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12793Q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12794R
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#cen-ESV-12794S
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12794d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+5&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12794e


Paraphrase Chapter Five of Esther: 

Write out the memory verse: 

Questions that arose from this week’s reading: 

What stood out to you from this week’s reading? What do you think God 
is bringing to mind or revealing to you? 

Reflection: Applying Patience, how have distractions and life as listed on 
page 83 effected your ability to study the Bible? 

And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that he neither rose nor trembled before him, 
he was filled with wrath against Mordecai.   
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6 So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done to 

the man (G)whom the king delights to honor?” And Haman said to himself, 

“Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?”7 And Haman said 

to the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor, 8 let royal 

robes be brought, which the king has worn, (H)and the horse that the king 

has ridden, and on whose head (I)a royal crown[c] is set. 9 And let the 

robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king's most noble 

officials. Let them dress the man whom the king delights to honor, and let 

them lead him on the horse through the square of the city, (J)proclaiming 

before him: ‘Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to 

honor.’” 10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and the 

horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits (K)at the 

king's gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.” 11 So Haman 

took the robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him 

through the square of the city, proclaiming before him, “Thus shall it be 

done to the man whom the king delights to honor.” 

12 Then Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman hurried to his 

house, mourning (L)and with his head covered. 13 And Haman told (M)his 

wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him. Then 

his wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom 

you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not overcome him 

but will surely fall before him.” 
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Paraphrase Chapter Six of Esther: 

Write out the memory verse: 

Questions that arose from this week’s reading: 

What stood out to you from this week’s reading? What do you think God 
is bringing to mind or revealing to you? 

Reflection: Applying Process, using the 3 questions on page 83 assess the 
book of Esther.  

So Haman took the robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of the city, proclaiming before him, “Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the king delights to honor.” 
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ESTHER 5:9-14 

9 And Haman went out that day (K)joyful and glad of heart. But when 

Haman saw Mordecai (L)in the king's gate, (M)that he neither rose nor 

trembled before him, he was filled with wrath against 

Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home, and 

he sent and brought his friends and (N)his wife Zeresh. 11 And Haman 

recounted to them the splendor of his riches, (O)the number of his sons, all 

the promotions with which (P)the king had honored him, and how he had 

advanced him above the officials and the servants of the king. 12 Then 

Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no one but me come with the king to 

the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her together 

with the king. 13 Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see 

Mordecai the Jew sitting (Q)at the king's gate.”14 Then (R)his wife Zeresh 

and all his friends said to him, (S)“Let a gallows[d] fifty cubits[e] high be 

made, and in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it. 

Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and 

he had the gallows made. 
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Paraphrase Chapter Seven of Esther: 

Write out the memory verse: 

Questions that arose from this week’s reading: 

What stood out to you from this week’s reading? What do you think God 
is bringing to mind or revealing to you? 

Reflection: Applying Prayer, utilizing P.A.R.T for this week and moving 
forward, how has your study changed, deepened? Have you noticed any 
changes in your prayer life using P.A.R.T?  

Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be granted me for my wish, and my people for 
my request. 
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ESTHER 8:15-17 

15 Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king (AA)in royal 

robes of blue and white, with a great golden crown[b] and (AB)a robe of 

fine linen and purple, (AC)and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. 16 The 

Jews had (AD)light and gladness and joy and honor. 17 And in every 

province and in every city, wherever the king's command and his edict 

reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and (AE)a 

holiday. (AF)And many from the peoples of the country declared 

themselves Jews, (AG)for fear of the Jews had fallen on them. 

AA. Esther 8:15 : [Gen. 41:42; Dan. 5:29]

AB. Esther 8:15 : [1 Chr. 15:27]

AC. Esther 8:15 : [ch. 3:15]

AD. Esther 8:16 : [Ps. 97:11]

AE. Esther 8:17 : ch. 9:19, 22; 1 Sam. 25:8

AF.  Esther 8:17 : ch. 9:27

AG. Esther 8:17 : ch. 9:2
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Paraphrase Chapter Eight of Esther: 

Write out the memory verse: 

Questions that arose from this week’s reading: 

What stood out to you from this week’s reading? What do you think God 
is bringing to mind or revealing to you? 

Reflection: Putting it all together. What parts of the 5 “P” study come 
most naturally to you? Where are you feeling stretched? Through this 
study have you come to a deeper understanding of the book of Esther? 
What has been illuminated for you? Do you think you’re prepared to apply 
these study methods to another book?  

And she said, “If it please the king, and if I have found favor in his sight, and if the thing seems right before the king, and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an 
order be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, which he wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the 
provinces of the king. 
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ESTHER 9:1-10 

(A)Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, (B)on the 

thirteenth day of the same, (C)when the king's command and edict were 

about to be carried out, (D)on the very day when the enemies of the Jews 

hoped to gain the mastery over them, the reverse occurred: the Jews 

gained mastery over those who hated them.2 (E)The Jews gathered in 

their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on 

those who sought their harm. And no one could stand against them, (F)for 

the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. 3 All the officials of the 

provinces and (G)the satraps and the governors and the royal agents also 

helped the Jews, for the fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. 4 For 

Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his fame spread throughout all 

the provinces, for the man Mordecai grew (H)more and more 

powerful. 5 The Jews struck all their enemies with the sword, killing and 

destroying them, and did as they pleased to those who hated them. 6 In 

Susa the citadel itself the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men,7 and also 

killed Parshandatha and Dalphon and Aspatha 8 and Poratha and Adalia 

and Aridatha 9 and Parmashta and Arisai and Aridai and Vaizatha, 10 (I)the 

ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, (J)the enemy of the 

Jews, (K)but they laid no hand on the plunder.
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Paraphrase Chapter Nine of Esther: 

Write out the memory verse: 

Questions that arose from this weeks reading: 

What stood out to you from this weeks reading? What do you think God is 
bringing to mind or revealing to you? 

Ready to lead a group? No?  
It’s a lot like becoming a parent. You’ll never be fully prepared.  
Don’t worry! This is a learn as you go gig.  
Here are a few extra tools to help you feel as prepared as possible.  

1. Assess where you feel insecure or weak as a leader. Identifying 
the insecurities can be half the battle. Stop right here and cover  
those in prayer. Jesus is sovereign and His grace is sufficient.  
You can lead out of your weakness!  

2. Consistency is key. Pick a consistent time and location for your  
study. People are often creatures of habit, and creating a  
consistent rhythm for study time is incredibly important.  

3. You don’t have to know all the answers! All you need to do is  
lead a discussion. This could mean asking challenging questions 
to get the group talking.  

4. Encourage those in your group to take their next steps of faith. This will 
be different for each individual. If you’re not able to what is a good next 
step for a particular individual that’s okay. Call your Pastor or mentor and 
have an dialogue about it while respecting the privacy of the women in 
your group. 
Write in the space provided, 2-4 Next Steps you want to share with the 
group to help keep you accountable.  

that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, in every clan, province, and city, and that these days of Purim should 
never fall into disuse among the Jews, nor should the commemoration of these days cease among their descendants. 

Esther 9:28W
eek N

ine



It does no good to make plans without action steps. Use this space 
provided to write down a doable, practical action plan for your next steps. 
Share it with your mentor or accountability partner to help keep you 
accountable. Try using S.M.A.R.T goal items if you don’t know where to 
start.
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1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who 

reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces, 2 in 

those days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne 

in Susa, the citadel, 3 in the third year of his reign he 

gave a feast for all his officials and servants. The army 

of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of 

the provinces were before him, 4 while he showed the 

riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of 

his greatness for many days, 180 days.5 And when 

these days were completed, the king gave for all the 

people present in Susa the citadel, both great and small, 

a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the garden 

of the king's palace. 6 There were white cotton curtains 

and violet hangings fastened with cords of fine linen and 

purple to silver rods and marble pillars, and 

also couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement 

of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and precious 

stones. 7 Drinks were served in golden vessels, vessels 

of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished 

according to the bounty of the king. 8 And drinking was 

according to this edict: “There is no compulsion.”       

For the king had given orders to all the staff of his 

palace to do as each man desired. 9 Queen Vashti also 

gave a feast for the women in the palace that belonged 

to King Ahasuerus. 

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was 

merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, 

Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and 

Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence 

of King Ahasuerus, 11 to bring Queen Vashti before the 

king with her royal crown, in order to show the peoples 

and the princes her beauty, for she was lovely to look 

at. 12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's 

command delivered by the eunuchs. At this the king 

became enraged, and his anger burned within him. 

13 Then the king said to the wise men who knew the 

times (for this was the king's procedure toward all who 

were versed in law and judgment, 14 the men next to 

him being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, 

Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and 

Media, who saw the king's face, and sat first in the 

kingdom):

Esther (ESV)



15 “According to the law, what is to be done to Queen 

Vashti, because she has not performed the command of 

King Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs?” 16 Then 

Memucan said in the presence of the king and the 

officials, “Not only against the king has Queen Vashti 

done wrong, but also against all the officials and all the 

peoples who are in all the provinces of King 

Ahasuerus. 17 For the queen's behavior will be made 

known to all women, causing them to look at their 

husbands with contempt, since they will say, ‘King 

Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought 

before him, and she did not come.’ 18 This very day the 

noble women of Persia and Media who have heard of 

the queen's behavior will say the same to all the king's 

officials, and there will be contempt and wrath in 

plenty. 19 If it please the king, let a royal order go out 

from him, and let it be written among the laws of the 

Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed, 

that Vashti is never again to come before King 

Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to 

another who is better than she. 20 So when the decree 

made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his 

kingdom, for it is vast, all women will give honor to their 

husbands, high and low alike.” 21 This advice pleased 

the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan 

proposed. 22 He sent letters to all the royal 

provinces, to every province in its own script and to 

every people in its own language, that every man be 

master in his own household and speak according to the 

language of his people.  

2 After these things, when the anger of King 

Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and 

what she had done and what had been decreed against 

her. 2 Then the king's young men who attended him 

said, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for the 

king. 3 And let the king appoint officers in all the 

provinces of his kingdom to gather all the beautiful 

young virgins to the harem in Susa the citadel, under 

custody of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge of 

the women. Let their cosmetics be given them. 4 And let 

the young woman who pleases the king be queen 

instead of Vashti.” This pleased the king, and he did so.



5 Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name 

was Mordecai, the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of 

Kish, a Benjaminite, 6 who had been carried away from 

Jerusalem among the captives carried away with 

Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon had carried away. 7 He was bringing up 

Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for 

she had neither father nor mother. The young woman 

had a beautiful figure and was lovely to look at, and 

when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took her 

as his own daughter. 8 So when the king's order and his 

edict were proclaimed, and when many young women 

were gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of Hegai, 

Esther also was taken into the king's palace and put in 

custody of Hegai, who had charge of the women. 9 And 

the young woman pleased him and won his favor. And 

he quickly provided her with her cosmetics and her 

portion of food, and with seven chosen young women 

from the king's palace, and advanced her and her young 

women to the best place in the harem. 10 Esther had 

not made known her people or kindred, for Mordecai 

had commanded her not to make it known. 11 And 

every day Mordecai walked in front of the court of the 

harem to learn how Esther was and what was 

happening to her. 12 Now when the turn came for each 

young woman to go in to King Ahasuerus, after being 

twelve months under the regulations for the women, 

since this was the regular period of their beautifying, six 

months with oil of myrrh and six months with spices and 

ointments for women— 13 when the young woman went 

in to the king in this way, she was given whatever she 

desired to take with her from the harem to the king's 

palace. 14 In the evening she would go in, and in the 

morning she would return to the second harem in 

custody of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch, who was in 

charge of the concubines. She would not go in to the 

king again, unless the king delighted in her and she was 

summoned by name. 15 When the turn came for 

Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, 

who had taken her as his own daughter, to go in to the 

king, she asked for nothing except what Hegai the 

king's eunuch, who had charge of the women, 

advised. Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all 

who saw her.



16 And when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into 

his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month 

of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, 17 the king 

loved Esther more than all the women, and she won 

grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so 

that he set the royal crown on her head and made her 

queen instead of Vashti. 18 Then the king gave a great 

feast for all his officials and servants; it was Esther's 

feast. He also granted a remission of taxes to the 

provinces and gave gifts with royal generosity. 

19 Now when the virgins were gathered together the 

second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king's 

gate. 20 Esther had not made known her kindred or her 

people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther 

obeyed Mordecai just as when she was brought up by 

him. 21 In those days, as Mordecai was sitting at the 

king's gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's 

eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, became angry 

and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 And this 

came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to 

Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of 

Mordecai. 23 When the affair was investigated and 

found to be so, the men were both hanged on the 

gallows. And it was recorded in the book of the 

chronicles in the presence of the king. 

3 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted 

Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, and 

advanced him and set his throne above all the officials 

who were with him. 2 And all the king's servants who 

were at the king's gate bowed down and paid homage 

to Haman, for the king had so commanded concerning 

him. But Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. 

3 Then the king's servants who were at the king's gate 

said to Mordecai, “Why do you transgress the king's 

command?” 4 And when they spoke to him day after 

day and he would not listen to them, they told Haman, 

in order to see whether Mordecai's words would stand, 

for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 And when 

Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or pay 

homage to him, Haman was filled with fury. 



6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, 

as they had made known to him the people of Mordecai, 

Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of 

Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. 

7 In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the 

twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is, 

they cast lots) before Haman day after day; and they 

cast it month after month till the twelfth month, which 

is the month of Adar.8 Then Haman said to King 

Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered abroad 

and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of 

your kingdom. Their laws are different from those of 

every other people, and they do not keep the king's 

laws, so that it is not to the king's profit to tolerate 

them. 9 If it please the king, let it be decreed that they 

be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into 

the hands of those who have charge of the king's 

business, that they may put it into the king's 

treasuries.” 10 So the king took his signet ring from his 

hand and gave it to Haman the Agagite, the son of 

Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. 11 And the king 

said to Haman, “The money is given to you, the people 

also, to do with them as it seems good to you.” 12 Then 

the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day 

of the first month, and an edict, according to all that 

Haman commanded, was written to the king's satraps 

and to the governors over all the provinces and to the 

officials of all the peoples, to every province in its own 

script and every people in its own language. It was 

written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with 

the king's signet ring. 13 Letters were sent by couriers 

to all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, to 

kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women 

and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the 

twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to 

plunder their goods. 14 A copy of the document was to 

be issued as a decree in every province by proclamation 

to all the peoples to be ready for that day. 15 The 

couriers went out hurriedly by order of the king, and the 

decree was issued in Susa the citadel. And the king and 

Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was 

thrown into confusion.



4 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, 

Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and 

ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and he 

cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2 He went up to the 

entrance of the king's gate, for no one was allowed to 

enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth. 3 And in 

every province, wherever the king's command and his 

decree reached, there was great mourning among the 

Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and 

many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

4 When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came 

and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent 

garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off 

his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then 

Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, 

who had been appointed to attend her, and ordered 

him to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and why it 

was. 6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open 

square of the city in front of the king's gate, 7 and 

Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the 

exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay 

into the king's treasuries for the destruction of the 

Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written 

decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he 

might show it to Esther and explain it to her and 

command her to go to the king to beg his favor and 

plead with him on behalf of her people. 9 And Hathach 

went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then 

Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to 

Mordecai and say, 11 “All the king's servants and the 

people of the king's provinces know that if any man or 

woman goes to the king inside the inner court without 

being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, 

except the one to whom the king holds out the golden 

scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not 

been called to come in to the king these thirty days.” 

12 And they told Mordecai what Esther had 

said. 13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do 

not think to yourself that in the king's palace you will 

escape any more than all the other Jews. 



14 For if you keep silent at this time, relief and 

deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, 

but you and your father's house will perish. And who 

knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for 

such a time as this?” 15 Then Esther told them to reply 

to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in 

Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or 

drink for three days, night or day. I and my young 

women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the 

king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I 

perish.”17 Mordecai then went away and did everything 

as Esther had ordered him. 5 On the third day Esther 

put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of 

the king's palace, in front of the king's quarters, while 

the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne 

room opposite the entrance to the palace. 2 And when 

the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she 

won favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the 

golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther 

approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 3 And 

the king said to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is 

your request? It shall be given you, even to the half of 

my kingdom.” 4 And Esther said, “If it please the 

king, let the king and Haman come today to a feast that 

I have prepared for the king.” 5 Then the king said, 

“Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as Esther has 

asked.” So the king and Haman came to the feast that 

Esther had prepared. 6 And as they were drinking wine 

after the feast, the king said to Esther, “What is your 

wish? It shall be granted you. And what is your 

request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be 

fulfilled.” 7 Then Esther answered, “My wish and my 

request is: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of the king, 

and if it please the king to grant my wish and fulfill my 

request, let the king and Haman come to the feast that I 

will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king 

has said.” 9 And Haman went out that day joyful and 

glad of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the 

king's gate, that he neither rose nor trembled before 

him, he was filled with wrath against 

Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself 

and went home, and he sent and brought his friends 

and his wife Zeresh.



11 And Haman recounted to them the splendor of his 

riches, the number of his sons, all the promotions with 

which the king had honored him, and how he had 

advanced him above the officials and the servants of the 

king. 12 Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no 

one but me come with the king to the feast she 

prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her 

together with the king. 13 Yet all this is worth nothing to 

me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the 

king's gate.”14 Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends 

said to him, “Let a gallows fifty cubitshigh be made, and 

in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged 

upon it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” This 

idea pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made. 

6 On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave 

orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, the 

chronicles, and they were read before the king. 2 And it 

was found written how Mordecai had told 

about Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, 

who guarded the threshold, and who had sought to lay 

hands on King Ahasuerus. 3 And the king said, “What 

honor or distinction has been bestowed on Mordecai for 

this?” The king's young men who attended him said, 

“Nothing has been done for him.” 4 And the king said, 

“Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the 

outer court of the king's palace to speak to the king 

about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that he 

had prepared for him. 5 And the king's young men told 

him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the 

king said, “Let him come in.” 6 So Haman came in, and 

the king said to him, “What should be done to the 

man whom the king delights to honor?” And Haman said 

to himself, “Whom would the king delight to honor more 

than me?” 7 And Haman said to the king, “For the man 

whom the king delights to honor, 8 let royal robes be 

brought, which the king has worn, and the horse that 

the king has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown is 

set. 9 And let the robes and the horse be handed over 

to one of the king's most noble officials. Let them dress 

the man whom the king delights to honor, and let them 

lead him on the horse through the square of the 

city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it be done to the 

man whom the king delights to honor.’”



10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes 

and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai 

the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. Leave out nothing 

that you have mentioned.” 11 So Haman took the robes 

and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him 

through the square of the city, proclaiming before him, 

“Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king 

delights to honor.” 

12 Then Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But 

Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head 

covered. 13 And Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his 

friends everything that had happened to him. Then his 

wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, 

before whom you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish 

people, you will not overcome him but will surely fall 

before him.” 

14 While they were yet talking with him, the king's 

eunuchs arrived and hurried to bring Haman to the feast 

that Esther had prepared.  

7 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen  

Esther. 2 And on the second day, as they were drinking 

wine after the feast, the king again said to 

Esther, “What is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be 

granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half 

of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 3 Then Queen 

Esther answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O 

king, and if it please the king, let my life be granted me 

for my wish, and my people for my request. 4 For we 

have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be 

killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely 

as slaves, men and women, I would have been silent, for 

our affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the 

king.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, 

“Who is he, and where is he, who has dared to do 

this?” 6 And Esther said, “A foe and enemy! This wicked 

Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and 

the queen. 7 And the king arose in his wrath from the 

wine-drinking and went into the palace garden, but 

Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther, for 

he saw that harm was determined against him by the 

king.  



8 And the king returned from the palace garden to the 

place where they were drinking wine, as Haman was 

falling on the couch where Esther was. And the king 

said, “Will he even assault the queen in my presence, in 

my own house?” As the word left the mouth of the king, 

they covered Haman's face. 9 Then Harbona, one of the 

eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Moreover, the 

gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose 

word saved the king, is standing at Haman's house, fifty 

cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on 

that.” 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he 

had prepared for Mordecai. Then the wrath of the king 

abated. 8 On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen 

Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And 

Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had 

told what he was to her. 2 And the king took off his 

signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it 

to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of 

Haman. 

3 Then Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his 

feet and wept and pleaded with him to avert the evil 

plan of Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had 

devised against the Jews. 4 When the king held out the 

golden scepter to Esther, Esther rose and stood before 

the king. 5 And she said, “If it please the king, and if I 

have found favor in his sight, and if the thing seems 

right before the king, and I am pleasing in his eyes, let 

an order be written to revoke the letters devised by 

Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, which he 

wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the provinces 

of the king. 6 For how can I bear to see the calamity 

that is coming to my people? Or how can I bear to see 

the destruction of my kindred?”7 Then King Ahasuerus 

said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, 

“Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and 

they have hanged him on the gallows,because he 

intended to lay hands on the Jews. 8 But you may write 

as you please with regard to the Jews, in the name of 

the king, and seal it with the king's ring, for an edict 

written in the name of the king and sealed with the 

king's ring cannot be revoked.” 



9 The king's scribes were summoned at that time, in the 

third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty-

third day. And an edict was written, according to all that 

Mordecai commanded concerning the Jews, to the 

satraps and the governors and the officials of the 

provinces from India to Ethiopia, 127 provinces, to each 

province in its own script and to each people in its own 

language, and also to the Jews in their script and their 

language. 10 And he wrote in the name of King 

Ahasuerus and sealed it with the king's signet ring. Then 

he sent the letters by mounted couriers riding on swift 

horses that were used in the king's service, bred from 

the royal stud, 11 saying that the king allowed the Jews 

who were in every city to gather and defend their 

lives, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed 

force of any people or province that might attack them, 

children and women included, and to plunder their 

goods, 12 on one day throughout all the provinces of 

King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth 

month, which is the month of Adar. 13 A copy of what 

was written was to be issued as a decree in every 

province, being publicly displayed to all peoples, and 

the Jews were to be ready on that day to take 

vengeance on their enemies. 14 So the couriers, 

mounted on their swift horses that were used in the 

king's service, rode out hurriedly, urged by the king's 

command. And the decree was issued in Susa the 

citadel. 

15 Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the 

king in royal robes of blue and white, with a great 

golden crown and a robe of fine linen and purple, and 

the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. 16 The Jews 

had light and gladness and joy and honor. 17 And in 

every province and in every city, wherever the king's 

command and his edict reached, there was gladness 

and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And 

many from the peoples of the country declared 

themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on 

them.  



9 Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of 

Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king's 

command and edict were about to be carried out, on 

the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to 

gain the mastery over them, the reverse occurred: the 

Jews gained mastery over those who hated them. 2 The 

Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the 

provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who 

sought their harm. And no one could stand against 

them, for the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. 3 All 

the officials of the provinces and the satraps and the 

governors and the royal agents also helped the Jews, 

for the fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. 4 For 

Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his fame 

spread throughout all the provinces, for the man 

Mordecai grew more and more powerful. 5 The Jews 

struck all their enemies with the sword, killing and 

destroying them, and did as they pleased to those who 

hated them. 6 In Susa the citadel itself the Jews killed 

and destroyed 500 men, 7 and also killed Parshandatha 

and Dalphon and Aspatha 8 and Poratha and Adalia and 

Aridatha9 and Parmashta and Arisai and Aridai and 

Vaizatha, 10 the ten sons of Haman the son of 

Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, but they laid no 

hand on the plunder. 11 That very day the number of 

those killed in Susa the citadel was reported to the 

king. 12 And the king said to Queen Esther, “In Susa the 

citadel the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and 

also the ten sons of Haman. What then have they done 

in the rest of the king's provinces! Now what is your 

wish? It shall be granted you. And what further is your 

request? It shall be fulfilled.” 13 And Esther said, “If it 

please the king, let the Jews who are in Susa be 

allowed tomorrow also to do according to this day's 

edict. And let the ten sons of Haman be hanged on the 

gallows.” 14 So the king commanded this to be done. A 

decree was issued in Susa, and the ten sons of Haman 

were hanged. 15 The Jews who were in Susa gathered 

also on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and 

they killed 300 men in Susa, but they laid no hands on 

the plunder. 



16 Now the rest of the Jews who were in the king's 

provinces also gathered to defend their lives, and got 

relief from their enemies and killed 75,000 of those who 

hated them, but they laid no hands on the plunder. 

17 This was on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, 

and on the fourteenth day they rested and made that a 

day of feasting and gladness. 18 But the Jews who were 

in Susa gathered on the thirteenth day and on the 

fourteenth, and rested on the fifteenth day, making that 

a day of feasting and gladness. 19 Therefore the Jews 

of the villages, who live in the rural towns, hold the 

fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a day for 

gladness and feasting, as a holiday, and as a day on 

which they send gifts of food to one another. 

20 And Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters 

to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 

Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21 obliging them to keep 

the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the 

fifteenth day of the same, year by year, 22 as the days 

on which the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as 

the month that had been turned for them from sorrow 

into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that 

they should make them days of feasting and gladness, 

days for sending gifts of food to one another and gifts 

to the poor. 23 So the Jews accepted what they had 

started to do, and what Mordecai had written to 

them. 24 For Haman the Agagite, the son of 

Hammedatha, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted 

against the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur 

(that is, cast lots), to crush and to destroy them. 25 But 

when it came before the king, he gave orders in 

writing that his evil plan that he had devised against the 

Jews should return on his own head, and that he and his 

sons should be hanged on the gallows. 26 Therefore 

they called these days Purim, after the term Pur. 

Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter, 

and of what they had faced in this matter, and of what 

had happened to them, 27 the Jews firmly obligated 

themselves and their offspring and all who joined them, 

that without fail they would keep these two days 

according to what was written and at the time 

appointed every year,  



28 that these days should be remembered and kept 

throughout every generation, in every clan, province, 

and city, and that these days of Purim should never fall 

into disuse among the Jews, nor should the 

commemoration of these days cease among their 

descendants. 29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of 

Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew gave full written 

authority, confirming this second letter about 

Purim. 30 Letters were sent to all the Jews, to the 127 

provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, in words of 

peace and truth, 31 that these days of Purim should be 

observed at their appointed seasons, as Mordecai the 

Jew and Queen Esther obligated them, and as they had 

obligated themselves and their offspring, with regard 

to their fasts and their lamenting. 32 The command of 

Esther confirmed these practices of Purim, and it was 

recorded in writing.  

10 King Ahasuerus imposed tax on the land and 

on the coastlands of the sea.2 And all the acts of his 

power and might, and the full account of the high honor 

of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they 

not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of 

Media and Persia? 3 For Mordecai the Jew was second 

in rank to King Ahasuerus, and he was great among the 

Jews and popular with the multitude of his brothers, for 

he sought the welfare of his people and spoke peace to 

all his people.
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